[The importance of the results of pretreatment pelvic lymphographies in the prognosis of carcinomas of the uterine cervix. A critical evaluation of the proposal to classify these tumors according to the TNM system (author's transl)].
Between 1966 and 1969, 494 patients with carcinoma of the uterine cervix stages I a to IV were admitted in our hospital for primary treatment. In 420 of these patients with carcinoma of the cervix stage I b to IV, complete results of bilateral pretreatment pelvic lymphography are available. The correlation between the results of the lymphographies, the choice of the operative treatment and the cure rates in these 420 cases are reported. All the correlations between the results of the pretreatment lymphography and the prognosis are described. A positive lymphography was in our series of high prognostic value. A plea is therefore made to include the results of the pretreatment lymphography into the classification of carcinoma of the cervix. Classification of the carcinoma of the cervix into the TNM categories is desirable. Our series is reported in these TNM categories. The advantages of such classification are described. The morbid entity of carcinoma of the cervix becomes more transparent to the observer and the choice of operative therapy becomes easier. The prognosis is more clearly established. The proposals of the TNM committee of the UICC for the classification of carcinoma of the cervix according to the TNM categories and the staging according to these categories are discussed critically.